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e 11ved  the theater

 desegregat-
ed‘ she had

‘motion pic-
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Jones, Carver historian and
director of support services,
research and assessment for
Allegany County schools.

She said teens from distant
towns in West Virginia often
boarded with families in the
Cumberland area so they could
attend Carver. Some went
home on weekends, but others
spent most of the school year
away from home.

Jones’ family took in several
students, mostly relatives from
the Petersburg area.

But shortly after the Brown
vs. Board of Education ruling,
schools  like
Carver were

“I already knew

desegregation of schools before
a final decision was made in the
Brown case.

Finally in 1954, thanks largely
to the efforts of a black lawyer
from Maryland, Thurgood Mar-
shall, who headed the NAACE
the Supreme Court ordered
schools across the nation to
desegregate.

In Cumberland, desegrega-
tion took place in phases for the
Carver students. High school
students were the first to leave
in the fall of 1955, and primary
students were the last to be
moved into local white schools
in 1960.

The older students entered
Allegany, Fort
Hill or Beall

emptied as high schools:
black students - Jo  Biggs
were finally a lot of the kids Hall of Frost-
akt:le to g’lo'tn and they accept- burg remem-
their white . b her first
counterparts edusr lght from d§§s ate rBeasll
s "¢ the get-go. It was Hih Shevas
Suil;?ee the laws that classf(t)}fl 1§§7t,
me one of the firs
Ctourt dedcision had kept us black students
stemme g . t aduate
from a Tope- apart. Otherwise from %reaul.l
ka, Kan, case we always felt “I walked to
that began in school  with

1951, challeng-
ing the segre-
gation of pub-

lic schools. . ’”
The chg. IAUNILY.

lenge was ini-

gﬁted bgrgle‘ Beall High Sc

father of

Linda Brown, a black Topeka

third-grader who had to walk a

mile through a railroad yard to
get to her school, even though a
white elementary school was
located much closer to her
home.

When Oliver Brown attempt-
ed to register his daughter at
the white school, the principal
refused. Brown and other con-
cerned parents then sought
assistance  from  Topeka’s
branch of the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of
Colored People.

On behalf of Brown the
NAACP requested an injunc-
tion to stop segregation in

Topeka schools. The local
school board became the defen-
dant in the case.

After a two-day hearing the
Kansas U.S. District Court
ruled in favor of the school
board.

The Brown case was
appealed to the Supreme Court
in October 1951 and was com-
bined with similar cases from
three other states. It took three
years and some lengthy discus-
sions involving whether the
1868 14th Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution covered

like we were a
part of the com-

my twin sister,
Jane. We met

some  other

black students

down the

Clarence Hall, block and
hool Class of 1957 Wwalked to

school togeth-
er;” she said. “I didn’t know any-
one at Beall, but we felt wel-
comed there.”

Biggs ‘Hall said the new
arrivals were given a tour of the
high school by some white stu-
dents.

“I remember there were so
many more lockers with more
room than we had at Carver”
she said.

“I really didn’'t have a lot of
problems at Beall” said
Clarence Hall of Frostburg,
who was also a 1957 graduate.

“I already knew a lot of the
kids and they accepted us right
from the get-go,” he said. “It
was the laws that had kept us
apart. Otherwise we always felt
like we were a part of the com-
munity.”

But Hall said it took some
time for other areas of society
to catch up with school deseg-
regation.

“Iran on the Beall track team
and played soccer,” he said.
“Once we were on a trip to the
University of Maryland at Col-
lege Park and stopped at a
restaurant. I had to go into the
back to eat. I'll never forget
that.

“It really tears you down,”

said Hall. “You’re one of the
best runners, but you couldn’t
eat with the rest of the team.

“Today my kids can’t under-
stand that,” he said. “They say,
‘Daddy, you've got to be kid-
ding” Things have changed
since that time.”

“I was 17 when we moved
into Allegany High,” said
Corthron. “It was a little scary. I
didn’t know what I was going to
run into, though I was treated
well there.

“But after the Allegany High
football games my friends
would want to go someplace to
eat, but I couldn’t go,” she said.
“So they wouldn’t go either.
Instead we’d go home and play
records or something.

“I've passed on my experi-
ences to my children,” she said.
“I tell them, “You don’t know the
opportunities that you have
now’ There were no such
things as scholarships back
then.”

Two of Corthron’s daughters
took their mother’s advice and
earned master’s degrees.

Kia, a playwright, received
her degree from Columbia Uni-
versity. Kara, who loves acting,
earned her master’s at New
York University.

Judge J. Frederick Sharer,
who was vice president of Fort
Hill High School’s 1956 graduat-
ing class, said the integration
with black students didn’t draw
alot of attention at his school.

“But I'm sure there was
some apprehension for those
who were being thrust into a
much larger school,” he said.
“There were about 300 in our
graduating class. This was a
new situation for them and they
probably had some uneasy feel-
ings.”

Sharer noted that segrega-
tion had never existed in the
local Little League and Hot
Stove League baseball teams
since the leagues were founded
in 1949 and the early 1950s.

“Many of us already knew
each other before the schools
were integrated,” said Sharer.
“I's sort of a stretch of the
imagination that we played ball
with each other in the sum-
mers, but weren't allowed to
learn together in school.”

Jones, who joined the gradu-
ating class of 1956 at Allegany
High, said there was also a sad-
ness about leaving the teachers
at Carver.

“It didn’t seem to be clear
what was going to happen to
them. So we were concerned.”

Jones said some of the black
teachers were absorbed by the
school system, while others
retired. But there were also
some who had to find work
elsewhere. :
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Photos, Top: Carver High School as it appeared in 1955 . Above left: Cumberland High Séhool s débdtl;}zg ream of 1926, left to right, top:
row: Horatio Ruffner, Authur Jackson, Edwin Gibson, Alexander “Pete” Robison, Reginald Cooper, George Page; bottom row: Robert Fris-
by, Geraldwood Wilson, Chester Francis Above right: Carver’s graduating class of 1951
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