Cigar Store Clerk Barely

Escapes Drowning When
Washed Through Window

CHAS. S, BRANT
S EXHAUSTED
WHEN RESCUED

Pulled From Water By
Persons Leaning From
Second Story Win-
dows of Holtz-
man Drugstore

TOSSED ABOUT LIKE
A PIECE OF WOOD

Vietim Recovering In
_cspltal From Cuts
xposure; Felt |
would Be
. Drowned

‘Bwept from the Academy
Cigar Store at the corner
of North Centre and Fred-
erick streets when the tre-
mendous force of the cur-
rent sweeping down Centre
street broke the plate glassl
windows at 10 o'clock last

night, Charles S. Brant,|
643 Bedford street, was ‘
miraculously saved from |

death when the current
tossed him info a compara-
tively calm area of water
at the entrace to Holtz-
man’'s Drugstore and per-
song on the second floor|
rescued him by means of
L rdpe,

1
|
|
|

Margoned In Store
Brant, a clerk, waz marooped
with Howard Chaney, proprietor,
and two others who remained in

‘the store to trawsfer merchandise

to the higher shelves, When the
Ayve or s=ix foot wall of rushing
water broke the Frederick street
window, Brant was eaught inm the
irresistible  enrrent and ecarried
throngh broken gliss, which bad-
Iy cut his hands as he grabbed for
safety,  James W. Rexroad at-
tempted to hold him but the cor-
rent took him down Centre strect,
tosslng him about like a chip of
wood,
Felt He Was Gnna

“I felt'I was gone,” Mr. Brant
sald today In Allegany Hospdtal
where he is being treated for ex-
posure and minor cuts, “when 1
suddenly found myself in still wa-
ter. The current at the corner of
Baltimore and Centre streets di-
vided just emough as some of the
water turned into the main street,
to throw me into the cormer en-
trance of Holtzman's Drogstore. 1
got to my feet and was waist deep
in water, but anything was better
than the terrible torrept on Centre
street,”

Cries For Help Finally Heard

Pounding on the door and eall-
ing for help, Brant was not heard
until gomie of those marconed op-
stalrs eame down to see the condi-
tion of the storeroom. They heard
his erles bot could not open the
barrlcaded door, Returping up-
stairs, the men dropped a rope to
Brant who tied it around his waist,
and was thus pulled to safety.

Buffering From Shock

Boffering from shock, exposure
and minor euts and broises, the
man was divested of his wet clothes
amd wrapped in an assortment of
sweaters, women's coats anmd overs
alls, wntil public safety employes
were able to get him through sub-
slding water at 7 o'clock this morn-
ing, into an ambulance and to Al
legany Hospital,




