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Fourteén ﬁélieved Dead
In Johnstown Flood Area

Other Thousands, Isolated and Suffering Await In
Cheerless Refuge Places, For City’s Second
Great Upheaval of Water In Half Century
To Subside

Copyright, 1088, By The Amsccinted Press

Johnstown, Pa,, March 18, (F}—
Isolated and eonfferlng thousands
walted in cheerless refuge places to-
doy for Johnstown's secoml great
floed In a half century to subside
g0 outside help conld come fn.

The sons and davghters of those
who perished when the Conemaugh
poured millions of gallons of water
throngh & nerrow valley in 1809
wore without light or gas, their
food supply was threatened and
thongands wre stlll marooned in
businesg bulldings, unable to get
ont.

Early this mornlng. the waters
began receding. From a top-level
of 1€ feet, they snbsided to five in
downtown streets.

Poliee Chlef Harry Klink said
he knew of but two deaths bat there
were reports of four other drown-
Ings In the Johnstown area.

The reports of deaths throughout
the flood devastated western Penn-
sylvania area totaled 14.

Elink, who sent ont a plea for
all state agencies to help the elty,
gald mo damage estimate could be’
made but the total would be written
in hundreds of thousands, perhaps

The frigid waters, which reached
. height of 16 feet, began falling
quickly in the dark hours of the

late today before the streets were
clearal,

Announcing he had asked for de-
tails of state troopers, highway pa-
trolmen and other officers to pre-
vent looting, the police chief eaid:

“At my own request we are under
military rule this minute,"

He also asked for CCC workers
and other outside help to help elean
up the debris left by the raglng

flood,

A total of 2,236 persona perished
May 31, 1588, when the South Fork
dam burst and a S0-foot wall of
water raced down the valley, The
damage reached 310,000,000, Johns-
stown lies in the “¥" formed by the
junction of the Conemaugh river
and Stony Creck.

The valley ig narrow and the
city Is largely bullt on the bottom
lands with residences clustering
about the surrounding high hills.

The business section cloge to the
Conemaugh's banks suffered the

| most.
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Those persongs who heeded a
warning to leave the buslness sac-
tion befora the flood waters poured
In vesterday foun ty in_ the
uptind hbmes, Elublstises, churctims

*land other bujldings. Thouzands

more gpent & dark and miserable
night on the second floors of honses
and business struetures,

Police and firemen rounded up
the few avaflable boats and spent
the mnight taking refugees from
btunildings. The current was so gwift
that manenvering of boats was im-
possible In some gections and the
wonld-be resouers themselves often
were in danger of thelr llves,

A group of 36 state troopers
eama into the ecity early today and
more were reported on, the way.
A gpecial traln earrying national
gnardsmen was enroute from Pltis-
burgh and another with telephone
company workers and others was
reported trying to get throogh the
witers which surronnded wohne-
town,

Klink said the only deaths, he
know about were those of Russell
Belisda, swept from a bridge, and
Dannay Jallacher, found dead near
an overturned canoe, A woman
and a boy were reported lost when
# hoat capsized during an afttempt-
ed rescue and a woman WwWas re-
ported drowned at nearby Hoovers-
ville,

The more fortunate dwellers on
the highlands could leok down and
see  muddy, debris-filled waters
swirling in fury around every one
of the city's big buildings.

Two houses perched craslly on
the Hays bridge where they had
been swept from above. Floors of
|two other main traveled bridges
| were gone,

Btate troopors sald the Cone-
mangh rallroad bridge was weak-
|ening and might soon be useless
I!nr tralns,
| Automobiles were strewn about
the area, most of them with their
tops just visible. Htreet cars were
submerged,

Beveral houses in omne gection
were loose from thelr foundations.

Ar dawn arrived, from most of
the downtown sfroctures, the ma-
rooneéd and hungry citizens pat ont
their heads to watch rescures go-
ing about and shouting advles fo

The thermometer was below
freezing. It was impossible to
light furnaces in any fleoded section.

More than 200 children, rescoed
from various points about the elty,
huddled in biankets in Lee Hos-
pital. The bullding was entirely
without heat.

Telephone eommunication was
ceut off except in a few cases.
George Fuollmer, manager of the
Be Company, said some trunk lines
were left but It wonld be late In
the day before repalrs could be
made ta loeal service.

For that reason the plight of
many residents could not be learm-

Chief Klink as he directed rescue
operations and surveyed the flond-
ed city with his headquarters sald:

“It will be at least a week be-
fore we can clean up after the flood
zoeg away, The devestation is ter-
rible”

Klink said he hoped enough COO

workers conld be brought In to get
the cleanup work started by to-
night. He sald by dusk the river
probably would be out of the streets,

Already, however, officlais were
worrylng about another dark night
and ushout the disease, exposure
and misery which they said would
be the certain aftermath of the
catastrophe,

They hoped for food supplies from
the ouiside shortly and to Jrganize
to get necessary aid to those suf-
fering the most,

Woman And Girl Drown

Johnatown, Pa, March 18, (F)
—The story of the death of a
woman and girl as the Conemaugh
river swirled through Johnstown
wag told tedy by George Fullmer,

whose son-in-law  almost met
death in the same incident,
Fullmer, manager of the Bell

Telephone eompany offices, saild
Ralph Herrod his son-in-law, and

Ianuther man saw a group of per-
‘sons stranded on a mound beside
|a gasoline station at the foot of
gteep Westmont  hill,

“Ralph managed to get hold of
a boat,"” Fuollmer sajd, “and rig-
bed a line from the bottem of the
ineline to the gase station, He
managed to bring some 12 persons
across safely,

“0On his last trip, he had a boy,
o girl, and an old lady, I don't
know their names.

“Little by little he moved the
boat across but the elderly woman
apparently became frightened and
stood up. The boat capsized.

The woman and the boy were
drowned. Ralph and the girl
managed to save themselves by
hanging on the rope and were
pulled in"

il




