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FLOCT [UTY----March 18th, to 25th,1936

" Captain MsCleary, Ccmpany "G" onm flcod duty in “umborland neocds ussist-
enco. Mcbilize Company "B" at orce and precceed to Cumberland, reporting ta
Majcr Flock. Somo of the rcads ars ficeded, you will have tc select any - '
route that is open. Teke ne unnecessary risks?

That crder from Mzjor Genersl Rockord by telephcns at 11.50 A.M. Merch
18th, launched the first mobilizsticn for duty of Company "B" since re-
orgarnization after the Werld Jer.

In spite of the fact that mobilizationgPlezns te mest such emergency
calls are kept up tc-date at all times, Captain McCleary found many obstacles
in the way whon he endeavored to start the execution cf that plan. In notify-
ing the Officers he was unablo to contact Lieut.McKeo, who, enrcute to his
home by trolley car, was marconed when powor Was turned off account high
waters at Williamsport end knew ncthing of the call until he finally errived
at heme at 1.20 F.M. First Sgt.Minnebraker, delayed by the halted trclley
gorvice, knew nothing of the call until abcut 1.30 F.M. In endeavering to
use the radio facilities, Captain McCleary found that W.J.E.J.'s anniuncer
and broadcasting unit was in Williasmspert giving first hand information
covering conditions there, and was unable to centact them and, have the call
issued until about 12.30PPuM. A number of the members of the Company were
in Willismsport also and could not ba contacted by radioc or telephone,

In spite of thsse obstacles, three Nfficers and fifty one men of the
Compeny were equipped and ready to mcve before the buges, requested of the
Blue Ridge Transpcrtation Ce. were available. This company was delayed in
furnishing transportation because they had been required te subst itute
busss for halted trolleys.

The bus drivers reportsd that Route 40 was closed by high wators im
Hancock, They zlso =dvised that they understocd Penna.Stato Highwey Patrol
wes not allowing any vehicles to cross the bridge near Bedford,Pa. and
tharefors that route was closed. This could not be confirmed as there wers
no tolephons lines open teo Bedford. Headquarters of the State Highway Fatrol
in Harrisburg was contacted but they knew nothing of the condition at Bedford
account no communiceticns; they suggested thet we start that way and if
possible they weould get us threough.

Accordingly ,at 4.07 P.M.,the Company in two buses started via Groen-
castle--Marcharsburg--McConnellsburg--Everett--Bzdford route. As we travel-
od over this Fenna.Highway through & continual radn, through straotches of
road thet wore completely undsr water, and through a rather heavy fog on
McConnellsburg Mountain, it was to many of us, as if wo wers in socme strango
lend end we wonderesd what was around the next curve or cver the next hill.

At 5.45 PIM. we arrived in McConnellsburg and sandwiches, coffce and
apples wers purchased for our first mezl. Whilo thsro, numerous motorists
agked us what route we wore going to follow s they had bosn turned beck at
Everett and wanted té get througk. Although this information indicated that
ws would be unable to gat through,our orders were to proceed to Cumberland
and 2t 6.05 .M. ws resumsd ocur journey depending on the help of Penna.
State Highway Tatrol to find us a route that would be opern.

At Braszewood,Fs. we were stopped at 6,40 P.M. by a member of tha
Ponna. State Highway Patrol who advised that his Lieutenant has gone forward
to determine whether wo could get through and thet we should wait thore as
thers was a congestion of trucks, buses and cars at Everett. While waiting
Captein McCleary ondsavorsd to learn scmething about Route 40 by telephons
but all lines woeres out of commissicn. An attempt was thom made to learn
something by radic btut the local 1ightﬁ5auﬂaﬁ a disturbance which pravsuisad
clear recepticn from the Cumberland Breadcasting Staticn. At 7.45 T'.M. word
was received from the Liedtenant of Psnna.State Highwey Patrol und alsc from
~ Messsrs Hyssong and Winebremmer of the Blue Ridge Tremsportation Co. wke had
made a survey of ths romd shead, that it would be impossible to get through
to Bedferd as roads wore completely washed out.

At 7.47 P.M. the Company left Breezewocd for Hancbck, Md. arriving at
that place at 9.55 P.M. Here the buses ware unable tc entor the town beBause
of the high waters. Captain McCleary, Lisut.McKea, Sergis. Conred, Smith,
Schlotterbeck, snd Farrie and cook Crum weded through mud via back yards
of higher homee into the town to deiermine what could be dore.



