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From Dr. Tablsr and Mr. Resley, of the State Ruad Commission and the Mayor of
Hencock it was lemrned that thore were approxiamtely twenty feet of water cver
the bridgo at west end of Hancock. It was found that there were a ngmber of rcw
boats svailable for crossing but as there was nc light and large objects wero
floating as well as wirss under the water, it wes decided that such a crossing at
night would entzil toc much risk in view cf ths instructicns from Gen. Raockord.
Capt McCleary then coalled Gen, Reckerd, advised him cf the situaticn, and in-
formed him that the ccmpany would remain in Hancock cver night, cress the water
in the mcrning, sscure irucks and procedd tc Cumberland. Gemerzl Rackord epproved
this plan. About 11.30 p.m. it was found that the water had receded sufficiently
to permit the buses to enter Hancock by a beck street. After their arrival
arrangements were made to supply sandwiches and coffee. During the remainder

of the night the mombers of ths company slept as btest they could in the buses.
Shortly efter midnight it was learned from an official of the Western Marylnad
Rye Co. that thair trocks were almbst completely ocut of waier end that by morn-
ing it would be possible to wdlk the tracks to the high ground west of Hanccck
thence to Routs 40. This plan was immediately adepted and bus drivers asked to
arrangs for two buses then at Tewn Hill to meet the Company at 5iddéling Hill
ereek bridge about ten miles woet of Hancock.

In the morning March 19th. thrcigh Private Cohill of Hencock, who had been
unabls to report at the Armory account flooded roads, Mr.R.5.Dillon was cont-
zctad and very gladly consented tc furnish three small trucks to transport the
Company from Hancock to Sideling Hill Creek bridgo, which wes closed to trucks
account appreoaches undermined. After breskfast cf sandwiches and ceoffeo, tho
Company remcved their equipment from the tuses and at 7.15 A.M. croescd the
flooded aree on the railroad traek and loaded imtc Mr.Dillen's trucks.

At 7.45 AM. we arrived at Sideling Hill Creek Bridge and found no buses
thera, Private Cchill, in his car, continued into Town Hill where hs found only
one bus, which was dispatched to the bridge, Endﬁﬁfraﬂgemsnts for another to
coms freom Cumborland at once. While waiting the Company quickly consumed = bex
of apples furnished by Privete Cohill.

At 9,15 AM. the first bus arrived and Lisut.McKee with 29 men immodiataly
left for Cumberland, The remainder of the Company under Captain McCleary, tiring
of waiting, statted tc walk and met the second bus 2.05 miles west of the bridge.
They immedistely lceded and prececded tc¢ Cumberlend. The first bus arrived at
Cumbarland at 10.00 AM. and the second one at 10.27 AM. Tyay were warmly
welcomod by the mombers of Compeny "G" who had been on duty practiczlly cont-
incusly sines cmllod out on the 17th.

The Company was immediately fed-sandwiches =nd coffee again and Captain
McClaary, Lisut.McKess, Sergts. Conrad and Schlotterbeck made a tour of the
posts with Major Flock &ndgﬁnﬂn Company "B" took over s1l posts, relieving all
Members off Company "G"™ until 8,00 F.M. The water was gone from the city but
the d@struction and mud was left bohkind=-- Store fronts were open, all glmas
heving boen smashed by large artirlse like pianos, radios, slectric refrigators,
etc which wero whirled away by the iLigzh weters.

During the afterncen et a confarence of the Officers, it was decided to
sstablish reliefs, the Lisutenants being in command of eack, Captains Millholland
end MeClsary to divide dey as €fficer of the day, and Col.Henderscn and Major
Flook to take care of the administrative duties. It was found impossible o
form three relisfs as thers were not sufficient mon available. Tours of duty
weres therefore arranged by roster. §s it tock practically an hour to make u
complete relief end as ths men hed to eat during their time off, not much
time was available for slesap.

On Friday, Merch 20th, Ceptein McCleary was ordsred to return to Hancock
end meke a survey of the situation there ms requesty had been received for
trocpe &t that place, With Sgt. Rogers; he made 2 survey and that evening the
thirteen men shown in the raster returned with Captain McCleary to Hancock
and sstablished gu=ards =2t that place.

From thet date, ths remainder of the Company under Lisut. McKee and Lisut.
Schletterbeck continued the guard duty with Compeny "G", meintaining posts
end patrols through the business section of Cumberidné until 6.00 A.M. Monday
Morning, March 23rd. when they were relisved from duty and ordsred to fetura
te Hagoerstown. At 8.20, after cating breakfast, this detachment left Cumberland
in four National Guard truckes, stopping &t Hanceek for ehange of personnel of
detachment at that point; arriving at Hogerstown at 10800 A.M. &nd were dis-
misged. '

At Hzneock, Captain McCleary housed his detachment in the City Fire Hall,
end on authority of the Mzyor of Henccek tock emtire cherge of policing the
flocded area. Tweo reliofs, of assiprned posts were esteblisned and twec patrols
in cars covered the cutlaying distriet., As a result cof requost from Mayor
of Hemcoek te Goneral Reckord this detechment wes retained =t Herncock unti!



