 Pugliive Slaves.

M‘W h:le th lendmk siatesmen, of! both: par-
ties, in the Sengte of the United States, are ex-
erting all their fowers| of mind and energxed of
soal to Sﬁlléi tﬂe Slavery controversy, which is
agmunu the- U /ibn from veotre to circumference,
and restore the Llesaed relations of amity between
the Nohh and the South, the demagogues, the
low grcwe!lmg popularity-hunters, in each of the
antagonistic sections of that Union, are equally
active in-the ynhallowed work of widening the
breach. 'While such distinguished men as'Crax,
WEBSTER, and others of the National Legisla-
ture, are plying the popular mind with the argu-
ments of sober reason, and the sentimenis of
sound pamoﬁ%m couched in langnage of fervent
eloquence, others of less talents, and surely of
inferier love of country, are bﬁsily engaged in
stirring up the passions aad exeiting the sectienal
prejudices of the people. Of this latter class, a
few occupy séats in the Senate, and have here
attempted " to “*break lances,” upon the subject
referred to, \iith' the intellectual glants and in-
corruptible patriets above named.  Of these few,
Senator Caasg, of Ohio, is among the most
conspicuous. _Inithe highly conservative body of
which he isa’ me_mber, he evinces an uncompro-
mising, fanatical hostility to the—institution of’

Sla)‘ery, es well as to the plainest Consmuuona%»

ngihh of thase who are conneeted with it. Itis

bis pleasure to discard the “‘olive braneh of|

pe;ce,” ad’d sow the accursed seeds uf Discord
and DlSlmon upon every soil. .
Wlth such a representative in the Senabb we
are not greatly surprised to see the State d’Obxo
act -out this evil spirit in her Leglsja&ne.
Whether the Senator catight this spirit from his
coastituents or they from him, we can’t deter-
mine ; bat the Lemslamre is ahout to carry it
mto practlcal effect ina f‘orm, of al] others, the
most obnoxious to the Southern people. [t
is about to pass a bill which is designed to fa-
cilitate the escape of fugluve slaves from their
masters, and is essentially similar to the law of
Pennsylvania in reference to these fogitives.—
The bill has already passed the lower House,
and will, 1t is said, alsb pass the Senate. It
makes it a penal offence in any person to inter-
fere for the purpuse of affording any aid in the

arrest, . or detection, jor surrender? of fugitive

slaves, 'Thaus, whfﬂe the patriots of the country
are spending anxious days and sleepless njghts, in
a noble effort to compromise the difficulty, for
the purpose of saving the Union and perpetuating
its manifold blessings, Senator Chase, Jlol to
mention other Senators and members of a like
kidney, and the Ohio Legislature, are moving in
an oppusite direction.

In our view, the very worst aggression, in}

tire whole catalogue of grievances complained of

by the South, is to be found in the passage of
laws, fur the protection of fugitive slaves, by
Northern Legislatures. It seems to us that
these laws are expressly designed to violate the
sacred rights and irritate the feelings of the
Southern people, especially those of the horder
States, alienating them in interest and affection|
from their brethren of the North, and driving
them, if possible, out of the Confedeiacy. 'I'here
is nothing of an imaginary or theoretical charac-
ter in this aggression—this wrong—this out-
rage. It is practical and tangible—it is seen,
felt and lamentcd, if not resented, by the citizens
of Maryland, Virginia and Kentucky. Evenin
this county, the people have suffered to the tune
of many thousands of dollars, in consequence of
the Pennsylvania law upon lhis‘éfﬁ‘ubject; and
the life’s bloud of one of their nuinber was shed

1in the streels of a town of that State, not a great

while ago, becanse this law tied up the hands of
the better class of citizensin a prohibitory penal-
ty, with regard to the capture of runaway slaves.
Pennsylvania, however, is about to wipe out
this stain upon her escutcheon, at least we have
information which leads us to hope that she will
strike from her code of laws this odious enact-
ment ; and if she does, it will go far'towards ap-
peasing the angry feelings of the .South. Such
an act will reach the hearts of the peuple of the
border Slave States, and prepare them for any
reasonable compromise of the vexed question,
while the course of Senator Crase and the Ohio
Legislature, will but add fuel to the flame of re
sentment which is already burning in too many
Southern breasts, and render an adjustment of

the exciting controversy the more difficult.
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