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Clifford F. Wose, born In Sharpsburg, Maryland, A u p s t  29, 
1903. Attended the  grade school there u n t i l  15 years of 
age, and l e f t  t o  g e t  employment w i k h  my f a t h e r  on the 
canal. In the  meantime, worked on the  uanal u n t i l  I wan 
18 years old and during the Vorld War I had t o  take the 
placo of my brother on the canal,  who went off to w a r ,  

You sa id  there were 13 children i n  your family, 

I was one of 13 in the family 

You said you worked on the canal unt i l  you were 18 years 
old. 

Worked on the canal  u n t i l  I was 18 yaars old, 

Then you said your older brother was c a l l e d - t o  war. 

b f i  older brother was ca l l ed  t o  w a r ,  and I worked on the  
canal u n t l l  in the e a r l y  20's and then I s ~ e k e d  amploy- 
ment at the s tone  quarry, which :.;as a des i re  o r  mine when 
I passed it on the canal. I ~ l z i : c a u a d  a l o t  of things 
on the canal, seen a l o t  of things on the canal. The 
locks, the carpenters  shops tIh.zt mslntafned the  canal, 
and the tunnel at Pam 3r3 is a m l h  Ic::ge And the  g rea t  
scsnary that I enjoyed v ~ r y  much. Vpor r e t l r h g  from 
tbc  canzl ,  1 seekcd okl,..r em?loper,'c. AzL3 2 went to work 
a t  the Standard Limos.>c;:o Quarry, ti-,aers ~ a r  L-:;, I went t o  
work a t  the Pittsbur,>- Limestone Quamy, f'6j-a r period of 
4 o r  5 years  there, t h ~ n  seeked employment :', :cn?wS.sa. 
And I went t o ,  during the depression, work -s vcry hard 
t o  g e t ,  wesn't too  much work crowd, pLcka6 - 9  ;2i! jobs * 
w i t h  famers, and helped t o  bulid Fence on t h ~  kiitietam 
ba-t;tief ield, painted tablets on the Antietam b a t t l e f  Told,  
built pavements, helped to build pavement t o  McKinley 
monuaant and Burnslds bridge, cleaned up the banks of the 
Antictam River, u n t i l  cold weather s e t  in. Then I secured 
a job at the Standard Line and Stone Compmy at  Mil lv i l l e ,  
Eest V i ~ g i n i a ,  and had eroployrnent there  f o r  33 yaars 
u n t i l  q retirement,  

Kc. - '--s-c~ long was the canal and w t ~ m  did  it run from and ' 

too 

It xas a 184 m i l e s  long, I just can' t  remember how many 
locks, I think 7!5, and I can ' t  th ink  of all the levels 
and can't name them, used t o ,  but  I canrt now. And.. . . 
Where d id  you- s t a r t  the run, 

I s t a r t e d  from Washington, D.C., t o  CWer land ,  MarylanC and 
they hauled c o a l ,  the canal boats haulad coal  approximately 
E5 or  90 of'them while I was on the canal there. And there 
was 4 t o  5 miles t o  a boat,  2 t o  3 or  4 or  more men just 



i - 2  - i 
f 

; i 
dcpcnds up02 t k o  s i z o  of y o u r  f zrr:llg at times v o  would 

i i 
'cri~e sGuff from Yles'ningCor~, T."o=.tiPizor cnd such stuff i ;  . . 
Lo t n e  farme~s t h a t  would sorvo  thorn along the  canal and I ! 

. . 

ma cut wood along t h ~  crnp.1 for our minter needs and,,,. . I 
I I ; 

y;ale : 

Pete  z 

Hot7 c x ~ c % i y  w a s  t'no canal bui l t?  

Tho canal was built back in t he  lEiOO'a, in tho xiddla of 
tha 18's I would say, 1 just  don" know exactly, B u t  it ' 

VIES haxd dug by hopses, carts   RE^ Ken 2nd the. tunnel was . 
kan6viorked f OP I. m i 3 a  lor& from rzLl r rch br ick and tha 
walkway f r o m  or,@ ci=rd to t h e  other, Yoilfd have to come 
to the end of t h e  tunnel. and see if  anybody was i n  the ro  
an6 if anybody was in thore gourd have to wait 'ti1 ho 
go% tt'nro~-~gh, z ~ d  it wzs the s a m e  w 2 y  both ways, Up above 
acd dowr- belo7z9 VJG had v~ondcrful water along the canal, 
plenty or sp?ings, plcnGy of,,., I dcno alroady h&d scsnsIYcj 
in Plhg-e, Xy bro the r  end I, ma run a boat i n  the l a s t  
%VJO gears by oursolvss xkon our lathhr doeidsd to d5s- 
eam%inxc boating. In c fev years ,  I think in '23 .tho 
canal was ~ s s h o d  out SCVOP~I fimes and thoy fai leC to resums 
o?srations on it and it was gGne into a historical canal, 

Yov d l 5  thc  locks work? I: 
Tho locks on t he  canal s a s  operaSed by manpower. A boat 1 : 
co~ing fn r ~ o m  iYashPngton on ano'cher levsl 02 tho cam1 1 t t h e  gates rras closed, big lpon paddles which oporatod . -  I .  

by hacd wozPd leave the tv.la%or fro= under the bokt and .. i 
'- . 1: 

more it 6cv.m to another level farthe? down the h i l l .  The P l o c k s  3ock care of a hill, t h a t ' s  kovr you rais5d up the 
h l l h s  and Lo:4screC yourself down the hills, as you traveled i 

ug and 6~5r3 and t h e  canal  l e v a i s  would avorags 3 k?&lesp I 

2 ~ i L e s ,  14 m i l s  l e v c l s  of B i g  Pool, m e  al~vzys celled it. 
n ihe locks  wo.r;ld yu_r, sec31ons, 4 ,  2,  1, and then tilsre 1:fculd i 
Sc: a l a t e 1  in betneen Tt an.d another hill wogld leave you 

t 
i 

dorin en5 then it. would chznga %o the 6th find 7th locks, 
.L ~r,o=.c - aol;id be six locks  t n a t  3.0% you down t h e  h i l l  at ons. 
pzace ar_C ssaen  Locks would 1 ~ 5  you dcwn a 1'Lt.f;le b i t  bigger j 
?Al l ,  P-XZ t h a t  was getting close to Geor3otow.n where you C 

i 

%LC:!: u~ and you'd get your orders  t o  go t h e  t h e  boats,  The 
boa.:;:~ -;.;as b u i l t  i n  Cu7iberlsnS 3.t the boat yard by hand, The I 

1 
1 1 ~ k z r  w a s  s'nlpped in from f oreisn ~ > l a c e s .  They z a s  pla~ed, 
sFFy ...,,,, ..A 7 painteed and left i ~ t o  t h e  z&terp 81i 656 by ~z. i ipo~ier 
226 20 ~acnlnary, Then they w ~ s  loaded and s f a ~ t e d  d a m  

I 
the ccr?al. The canal lacks m s  bullS by hand years ago 

i 
I 

. I 
bzck fn., . .I don't. know t h e  name of it. I ought2 *mov: 232 . i . I 

... name of it but  I don?%, Lt 1 s wcy avsr a 'r,uac?zaed g e m s  o l E  
I knowe They had carpentor skops along t'n,s canel there to 

I 

mzintain 5% and build t h e i r  oEn lock  gaZc:s, big beams ff a 
lack gate  go t  bustod out it wwd-d bs taken dovn thero, put 
together aad. roaursa operations on the canal.  That i-rapponad 
vsry orten.  -- . 

Bog d i d  they fix the Scats  to keep thorn Tram leaking? 



?*%en beats was m d o  t hey  ?ribs corked w i t h  o!cum, t h y  c a l l e d  
it okui  fn thoss days, And khcn t h c y  was pitched azb t a r r ed  
?.zd t h o  i z s t  y e a r s  tiley uers crcoso"sed, p r e u e l e - ~ ~ i  tic? viooci, 
9uri;lg Yiorld ii:3rb thcro  WR s 10 'noata bilii'c Cow3 Sclcs'l 
i,'iashlr,gton scmev;kcrc, 6 o m  i n  the Csrofinas  or  s o ~ p l a c ~ ,  
rn ~ h s r o  was 8 shor.kage of boats  on the cnzstl, they ncadod 
coal, i cnn renelrbcr thorn when  they 2ut thm on the cam1.  
rn- ~ n o y  was on .Lke cana l  t . i ; i i  tilcy closed it in 'P25 \?hen %ha 
L ~ ~ - ; ;  -. b141 - shout  F j S S  z ~ d  c - 2 ~ s e d  oparat ions.  Thay 'had washouts 
on Yce c ~ . c ~ i  and 52 KC 'rLz2pened to be thero  wo morked on 
L thorn v; i t 'n  drag scoops Tilling up ths  bresk-out in t h o  cmal, 
I seen sevcml b o s t s  go 0x5 on the  canal, ona N C ~ :  02% at 
thc V ~ . ~ I ~ . Q Z I ~ ~ O ? C  Acqucduct zt 'Cf l l i z r n s p o ~ t  Bbrylnnd, one 
went cQ-3 th is  sfdc: of Sensca and. v a s h ~ d  out i n t o  t h e  r i v e r  
t h r o u ~ h  n Sroak in tha c~nal, I helped to repair sevsral 
breaks in t h e  canal, Of C O U P S ~  thc canal riould ceass 
c p = . a t f  on ahen tha bredks would colae in the canal which W B S  

vory oftec,  TJe ha6 bsautrful xator and nice wide water at 
plsces,  Up at Big Pool a b o n t  ~ s n t  out t k o u g h  tha r i v e r  and 
nnshod dovn t o  the bottom, I remember that. An2 tkat  pool 
is 2 m i l e  10% and IPd say from the ;vidost part would b e  
a  nil^ or b s t t c r  long, wide ,  Than you came t o  t h o  f o u r  
locks where ws wont doxn to ths othor l e v e l s .  

D i d  you s v s r  g o t  washcb ovor the  sido or ever fall off the 
ids of t he  boat? 

No, the only t in3 I fell ove~borrd was w h n  I jumped acros2 
%ha f l m o  and reached me to t h e  upper l e v e l  and I hit a 
bu i ld ing  2nd f e l l  in, Xy brothor  got me out  quick. ' l ' r , ~ t I s  

tha only time I evor r o l l  ovsrbozrd. I had some near chances 
t h o ~ g h ,  You chznged t'no t e r n s ,  %he teams ordinary r-ouid ga 
bg nilaage or youQd gut n teas Ir, a boat and food it and tond 
to it, LEub it donn ~ n d  t h & t O s  one thing you d i d  was taka 
care of your team, That vszs t h e  rcain work for the toarns, 
3hoyVd pull your b o r t  ~ n d  you ~ o u l d  feed Vnem, And t h e n  
wo f d  'come. to ths lock and it was Llme vl th in  probably an 
hour, to chengc t s a m s ,  Youqd 9x3 the mopking team in t h a  
boat at the lock arr6 p-iit the  Z r c s h  team out on the canel 
towpath ti> go sn and work, and i f d  ,.say that; voald be sono- 
.%.I b a e s  between oh,. maybe tsn, twolvs  or fourteen m i l e s ,  this 
fz as t h e y  come fnta ths Soats .  Now, f o w b e n  m i l s s  over 
t o  Sfg Pool, tna",snm viaat .ail the wcy, trackad it all tho 
nag, It vsasnf s o  dad h r d  to p u l l ,  if the wstsr wss wid0 
cr-o.~#~, Tho wider the canal m s  the easier t h o  boat  pulleb, 
You Piad. e chance for the wgter to spread. Bu'c in a narrcw 
placa t'r,~ boat pulled r s a l  !lard because t h e  wator couldnf3 
g o t  Sack f a s t  enough. You wore shoving wator ahoad of you. 

C a ~ ; ~  ncny Zags d i d  it take  you to go from Cumberland to 
Goo~gc tom? 

Lpprox2nato t ins  u;hcn yau lcavts Cunbcnr?.and a f t o r  you load 
aG ordinary 5raval l r4 ,  b u r s  -;?as any %Lns af te r  4 o'clock 
i n  Yao ..-o?n%ng to 10 02 31 CL c i g h t ,  I t  ~ 1 2  dopcin6s on 
you, h ~ ~ j  ffer you ~zntcd to go, and you always tr fed  t o  a i n  
to g e t  to s cer ta ir ,  placs where t k a  other boats could pass 



m a l t  : 

ywi.  And you hr~d n nica place For your team to get back o?f 
the canal and stag ofr, You always aimed to get  thorn klnd 
cf placss.  And they taker-, you mas always up i n  the tnorn.lng, 
In the cool  of the mornlng is t h o  best pa r t  of t h e  day. And 
f;ho cool of t h o  cvaning nne s good par.I; of the day, for th@ 
to~rn,  looked aPte=. h;ho toom m o r e  than wo d i d  the men, 
Tkcy was always token car0 of f o r  that was what wa had to 6-50 
pen6 on to take us up and down the cancl,  so they vrogld bo 
in shspo whon you ca l led  on thsfi* 

D u r i ~ g  t h e  doprossion you sa id  you had plenty of fooZ bnt 
- 

jobs were scarco, 

B s t o z  SZter  tho closing of tbo cacal, tvork ~ o t  real bad, t l c e s  
go t  real bad,  Erc nor3:cd ahcrc over no coald rrorko ?To picked 
up a eo32ar nhoro act couZd peck -tip n c',oilar. 3ut v a  always 
l x ~ d  a nondsrful grtrdoc. Tic @oilid tharrk the good Lo rd  TOT t h a t .  
We vorksd t h o  gardon bs rd  and mostzy ail t h e  t i m e  with t 3 . o  
fccf ly  thz t  t;o hsd mo kzd pien'cy o f  food in the col lw,  ca-nikd 
Po06 zn5 no alvmgs had a'oout 3 or 4 nrce bkg hogs Lo k i l l  in * 

the  Fall to carny us over tho urfntor, TZo nGvsr wanted no rood, 
B a t  ne no17or hzd no work in the winter, thz t  would anlou.r!:t, t o  
anyt'nlng, bet; cutt ing voo2. T c o d  go 4n the lnountain early 
In 5ho wintor  whcn the canal froze , any prot%g days we could 
gee, me ~ o n t  over to khe canal and got snd cut wood. My 
PaQ'ai~  ao'aid stay off tire canal % h ~  next sGi.mOr and haul it 
hoxm. You'd p epepo it azZ y~;;fC; s o l 1  It, St ova wood - we 
cut somotimos if vs i?zd a p ~ o L t y  sarly S ~ r i n g  if t3e meathe2 .- 

was g o d o  Sme nag n i Z ~  tk23 EalP, i~cwd cut 25 or 40 cords 
a ~ d  d i a p a s o  ol" it I c  k'no sumz:-r by p30pl.c wing nood stoves 

" -. ' 

to cook on, Be didnfk have no elecSr3c s e m m s ,  didn't burn 
co c o s l  t ' n ro~gh t h e  su-mior 2nd I. c a z  ~ 0 z c 3 i ~ 7 i a ~  C,ne f i r s t  
c i o c t r i c i % y  coming t o  Sharpsbwg, I czn ram:>mi3or - I can't 
remember %ha f 1rs.k couple cl" cars  earning to S h a ~ p s S u r g ,  I 
was too young, 1 done6 knoiv v~ha5 year they cs:m tberc, but 
-r 
A do ~cx(jqfi%er t h e m  we~enq!; n:zny ears in Sharpsb;;rrg a3 t ha t  

T h c s  went ox and t h y  becarno nore popular, Pad na - 
1 cen ~emembsr t h o  oldcr  pesglo sP l tZng  down OR a sack or 
s t ~ a n  clzd 5xapping sto-ilss f t r ~  to make a road wi t??  :napping 
m e  T-nrea s i z e d  h a n m a ~ s  The first one mas 
.a big ono you brokcl thc  big skono with, then you got to the 
nlddle s l z c  020 you broke the saa31 stono, I had th~zr; bud; 
tI2cy gat  zmey, And Z can romcmbe? t h e  first concrete t k a t  ... czl;;c to Sharpsburg p a v s ~ o n t ~  L cai? ra.,no.mber thato I nzs gcing 
.to school, very satall and Chon f r o m  t ? s n  on I canft tell you 
V ~ C R  %tile roads w a s  'ouilt,  1% ssenis %(s me ve %as going to 
'i'j'9lliazlsport one tins thoy W 8 S  b u l ' i b 2 ~ ~  s piece of ~ o s d  bbtvee,? .. 
ksro and Vill8Larc~por4;~ If I P r r !  not mrstaken it was a pisca of. 
ore bcmc? road, They was expor5rne11t~mg on a pPece of ore 30wd - road, ~ f r n  .su~c 02' that, It was %he f frst ore b0ur.d P ~ 3 . d  over 
bull2 92 VJsri'&ngtoa Cau1?tgo I holperd bufld fenco on the 
As$Llstam ba'c,tl.ef j e l 6  Twonty n1i2.e~ at los . s t  bocauss t h o  battle-  
ffold Is t en  dies long,  2nd 5 s  fancsd both sides of Le, 

* -  . 
:::a 1% : You s a i d  you did s o m  work a ~ o ~ c i  Burns5da B r l d g e  tooc 

?oto: Ycah, I worked on t he  IkKfnley nonunant. Tho walkway from 



B w ~ s ~ ~ Q  Bridge do !GcKinf,cy Xoaurner~%. I remember yutt5ng 
t hz t  in ,  Then the  Bumsfdo B r i d g o  w a s  s t i l l  in operat ion,  
see Chaytva cioscd that now, You go up on that h i l l  bofore 
you g o t  t o  it and you look ovcr ito You look s t r a igh t  ahead 
P;hct; was z monunont so t t lng  domn ovor tho h i l l  thore. There's 
a big xalk  dovn ti?ero to tho Burnside Bridgcs t;hatps how thoy 
g o t  t o  the  Xciiinley iEonumenl, before that it was just LP p~.th.  
Down that hf l l%ido thsro ,  i t  was the rs  f o r  years and years,  

You said thnt Bloody Lane, tho one,..that s up there isnlt the  
actual onsf 

Bloody Lane a i n g t  sc tur t l ly  tha roadway. Bloody Lana comes 
down t o  whom tho museum is ,  You by-pass it on the  Sha.rps- 
b - i g  Fiko, It s a mila? f ron  there,  1% wont by the  Duqkapd 
Chxch, There's a. rosd t h z t  branoh93 off t o  your rLght. 
ILi Grandaddy to ld  me that,  Soet t h a t  w a s  ths biggest b a t t l e ,  
t F a %  v:as ovor  fcusht i n  one day. I forgo t  how many thousands 
of t roops was ki l lod .  And tho water run  down through t h a t  
Sarn there  and St corn0 down Sharpsburg Pika before  you sot to 
Antietam Creak bridgo . It went down through tna3 hollovi tbc-r*, 
sae wat9r rvxs.down'h5.11, Xy Grandaddy told n ! ~  t h a t  they used 
them as breast vorks (dead confeciarato s o l d i e r s ) .  They just 
pi led thorn on t o p  of one another end got bound them. You had 
t o  reload evory time you shot. Thoy d i d n f t  go bang, bang, 

i bang you know. Thoy had t o  put a cap i n  there a ~ d  ram it an2 
I sorro pawcior and a punkin b a l l  (pmpkin) a round b a l l  and then  
i theg put wads in P t  and that ' s  wkat k i l l s  you. T h y  had t o  
i 
1 be pre t ty  good shots i n  then drys ,  I wish I bad ona of them 

.. ., 
books that that  old I"el1ow used t o  sell an Antiatam, EIe tvas 

I 

t 2 boy and sat on ' to3-of  thz-5 mountaLn ovor there  and witnessed 
a lot of the b a t t l s .  The t;ownspoopie r ao t r ea t ed  t o  the t o p  ol" 

i thee mountain, There ~ r e  a couple of houscs in town t ha t  have 
camion b a l l  holes i n  thorn, Therof.3.s En old cave back up i n  . 

1 thz t  rnoun'cain c a P ~ @ d  o ~ t  by nat-me and they say i f  you went ,I far enough back in there you could hear the paogle working in 
i 
i the  farmhouse above you. 

I 

i 
Fal't: Ym said you dcg up three s o l d i e r s  skaletons over I n  the 

Zcst Woods. 1 
j P e t s  : Thoy was from Ohio on Nansfiold 1.v.vanuo. There was a p r e t t y  
i good b a t t l e  down in thorc. KO was small Mds when they took 
I us ou* there.  k couplo of men went with us, t h e y  had a nap, 
! sa~~ebody hzid give it t o  t h e m ,  and they picked out where they 
1 
! 17~anted, I guess w e  dug a placs about hzlf as hip as t h i s  house, 
t Chap soro  a11 3 of them laying there together,  fhey woranft 
1 buried $cry deop. I guoss the dogs did eat a l o t  of t h e m  up 
1 back In those days. IvIaybo a foot or 18" undor ground. They 
< q burled them i n  graves like trenchs ,  Thsy mas m r t i f y i n g ,  

Thoyfd cs i sa  f i r e  f o r  an go-ur o r  two so they cox16 take care of 
: t h e i r  dead snd mounded. lhsy dons it back in them days yo= 
I 
I how. 

?,:a?zi i*,:lat about John Brown? 
' z  I 

?cto  z Ee was over on the  B a s t  Mounbaln whore I was t e l l i n g  you about 

-,. . 



t k a t  boy seeing the battle. They claimed he trained his men 
and hzrdened them over t h e r s ,  Up In the mountains burning 
coke and stuff as %ha$ you kno~, I didn't see Tt I know, , .- 
but I always hoard t h z t .  130 cams up f r o m  Virginia,  i don't . 
h o l y  wherc hc crossad at though. 

Walt: Yozr saSd you uacd'to g c t  buckota of bullots from the b a t t l o -  
f i o l d  when it ra ined ,  

?etc : h.f~r God, I had a couple thousand of thorn, If you just happened 
to walk o u t  in t h ~  f i o l d  cftor a ra in  you could gat two pockets 
f u l l ,  T h q  would plow thom up w i t h  the plows. Z went through 
a f to r  tho corn  come up, and picked up pocketsful1 of' thorn. 
Used thorn f o r  sirkers (fishing). They bring a do l l a r  o r  a 
d o l l a r  and. a hzlf now, 

Eov about your hucting sxpariences? 

Pete: Ir"Jq6 d% somek,Lmes aloxg the canal. Fish v'nsncver w e  had the 
m. opportunity. &ca t  eanfil was a graat fish breeder, You'd c a s t  

yom l f c o  out o f f  the back of tho boat; and i n  F;. 'mlf ho-ilrs 
t i m o  you vroxld havs 8 or 1 0  bass there  rioxt t o  you, Had some 
goo6 dog and coon f igh t s .  Sonotines you 'had to part om, 
Sonetlms the coo3 would got tho best  part of z, dog, Y o u r  dogs 
ou 2idn't want to g c t  hurt t o o  moh. VIo was fishing Sn the 

IDtietan Creak f r o =  Burnsid~ aridga up t o  P o ~ t a r a t o w n  bridge 
and the water w a s  cl~zr and it was early Tn tho eve~ing acd 
xe w a s  hanging oat bobs, hanging %hem on the trees, an6 we 
came across a placo whosro t ho ro  was hundreds of old mxskets F- 

ia the Creek, or course tho stocks was rotted off them, It 
looked l i k e  when thay c o l l c c t s d  thom up off  the 'oattlel"itl6 
they j u s t  dren b horse and cart up to the Creek and dumped 
thom in, Fono of t h a t  s t u f f  was inportant  t o  us then,  we 
di8nlt knov~ t h o  time mas comfng tha t  they woxld be valuable.  
FYienevor you ran short; of fishing sirrkars you went out and 
c o l l o c t o d  soine bullbtse i"J'o cssd to find a l o t  of bayonets 
but psoplc bought them a l l  'lip xow, If Iqd :known what I 
know now I would hava kept then because t h e y  would be worth 
z p i l e  of money, Thay used t o  mold coffes m i l L s  and corn 
crackers by hand and they rre v&luable ~ G V J  because there arentt 
too mny of t h e m  around no=, Old time plorva are bringing in 
big p r i c e s  now b~cause nobody is using them a?lymore, I've Sean 
a plow forged by h a x d ,  they didn't have :nachinas, then a srnsrt 
msn czine a lor i  and made A machine to do the work, Most of t'na 
farmers did. their own blacksmith work. yJhen a barn was  b u i l t  
EIL the ns ighbors would come around and help raise it., . , 
volunteers, you 80- l o t  of' volunteer work back i n  the= d a r ~ ,  
.? now you pay f o r  everything, Thay put them togetner  w i t h  iron 
pins. The? built hoases for each o ther ,  R l o t  of the houses 
wcra mdo.  out of oanan boat planks. O u r  'noma b u i l t  from 
logs sawed. right across  the river over tiera. 1.Q uncle or_ 

m. br,ddy's s ide  hs dug t h e  fouzdation by himself by hand, ~ n e y  
did31t have no back hoes, you wouldntt move i n t o  it u n t i i  the 
next swmer. To chink bctwsen the wood they would use c l a y  and 
I l m e .  T h a t  w a s  czlied ~ 5 ~ k i n '  and daubing. And to fill 1% 
s~hcre the  chinkin' fell ou t  they ussc sand 2nd cement now, 1ke7 
b u i l t  Pig fireplaces i n  soma of these plsces.  B u i l t  it out of 
stone acd a big timber would go a c r o s s  the top f o r  your rna~t le ,  



p l o c e .  It ~i-jasn't maee a t  a P a c t o ~ y  it xas a t l r n 3 e r  yoi; cut  
I 

yourself, It was -in%erosting back i n  them days, Evsryti i ing 1 

is dons quick now, you h8ve t o  have p r e t t y  good eyes 20 sea the  
' 

work done now, 

1.r bihut do yorr. 'chink tho main differences would be nov? for a i 
young person growing u,n a s  opposed t o  when you ,grew up? i 
Th.ztis  the  reason I didnrt get t h e  edlication t h a t  you got. 

I Vi'ncn I grew up, I came from a la.rge f ~ . n i l y  and ?/is had to vork. , 

The i a s t  couplo in  my f n m l l y  go t  a hlgh school educntlon.. . . , 1 
Thay d i d n ' t  and I didnlt d,o the r o r k  that my o lde r  bro thers  - 
did. ~t s ta r ted  t a p e r i n s  off 2nd everything s t a r t e d  getting 
more modem. I k n m ~  that people don ' t  know what th ings  1 m a s  
t e l l i r ig ,  l i k e  chinkin '  and daubin' 6 ~ O U S O ,  they W O U ~ C :  h o w  
t h a t  thoytvo never seen it. ?Tow your Gadd.y probably never 

peopl-2 wouldn't know hoC t o  b u i l d  fence, t h e  way 1 . v ~  done it. 

I 
drovo a n a i l ,  he works i n  a bank, that's the i i ifferoncn. iTon I 
back there  KB c u t  mood, m e  p l an ted  pos ts ,  ne b u l l t  fence, Those 

See yo-utro in tke city, If you t e l l  % h e m  some of t he  stuff I 
a m  telling you theg.ivouid stare a t  you, they wouldn't qmow, 
They coulcinrt g a t  it in their minds, to f i i > d  out what i w a s  
t a l k i n g  about, 3ut I grew up w i t h  it, For 69 yea r s  non, I j 

can go back f i f t y  years and I would be 19 years old. I've I 
seen them build t h a  s t r e e t s  i f  the rock d idn ' t  break one wag 
you turned 5t over on t h e  soQt s ide  as I always sa id .  I sten 
ail that there, Thorots a place up hero from tho house t h a t  
was d r i l l o d  by harid, I rccvsr d r i l l e d  by hand b u t  they d idn ' t  
'nzvs a i r  d r i l l s  o r  stenrn drills. now t h e y  have b;ig well d r l l l s  
aherc  you can Saild a v:oli in a couplct of days that i s  a couple. 
Izund~od I"ca'c, Sco how modern times is cornin' up, Els ro r~  they 
Csuldr)_~i; b-irild a woll t h a t  deep, ';'L10n thoy b .4  old .  churn . d r i l l s .  
Up  and dowr, t n a t  w a s  sZow. Zvorything is more f a s t  noa, 
Probably you novor seen one or than drLl l s .  It 1s improvensnt. 
Yo2 c z n s t  r e a i i z e  w>ab I'm telirng you, you'd. alr.lost heve t o  
3e3 it. You'2s bringing t h l 2 g s  up t o  date l i k e  m i s s i l e s  and 
a l l  t h a t  the re ,  sgacecra.ft  and airplanes and all. And I tall 
you anothaala thing 1 sesn down along Conduit Road in Georg~tor~n ,  
the cznal runs r igh t  along t'ncre, on 24 Street. It br ings  yoa 
down f r o n  CabLn J0lme They had ao,,,I was only a tot but I can 
remszibor jus2 a s  plain a s  I'm looking a t  you. Ead t h e  automobile 
with tho crank. I know you seen plc tw8es  of it. I can r t  tell 
you what year. it was, only sson it once or tvvrce. I rcmamber 
when Dr, Garrett had a car, 2nd s ~ t c t h i n g  'nappenad t o  it. A. 
rnschanic ovorhzuled ft and t h e y  cou$d.nft run it, on it's own 
power . s o .  they gulied it by h o ~ s c  woaring the  'oearhgs i n  on 'it. 
Now you can gee a car r i g h k  out of the f a c to ry  and drive 60 

m 
miles an hour i n  it. Ahatv's the  c'nange i n  the  times, I bought 
a truck one time and the  rran said I didn't  have t o  grease it but 
every 6,000 m i l e s  but h~ was wrong I could hardly get in %he 
garage up'thercf it vas s o  doggono tight. It w a s  a slip-up in 
the  factory. Coursct I novor  d i d  bolirsvo in a11 tno f a c to ry  said 1 
;&but l u b r i c a t i o n o  I change rrrg c & r  at 2,000 m i l e s ,  I can I 
rcmonbar whon they 'D_sd the coal  091 11ghts, You had a steplaZder 1 
8.nC a mzn xcnt arounli and f i l l e d  th$n, Re tmncd the  x icks  out 
IE t'io morning aaci kit t h e m  u~ ai: night, T'noy burned all nig'at 
on poPe~. Wnsn electrfcity Firs3  came to Sharpsburg t h e  houses 

I 

wsro a l l  wired on the  outsido, Then l a t e r  they put the wiring I 
I 



up through tbc garrcsts ~ n d  took up tho Tloorfng t o  put It i n .  
Ead fi box cutsi.de wi th  no stuiLCh just  two ruses  in f t .  Fu.se 
blsw out you s tuck  another one in ,  If it didn't stay t h a r e  

I 
was sonsthing wrong, Mow you put a l l  the l i g h t s  In  on c i r c u i t o  
&ich i s  a wonderful thing. Circui-i; breakers arc9 f o r  safety.  
Thatts t5o b c s t  thing t ha t  ovor 'mppensd i n  the w o r l d  i s  sarc tg ,  
TEngs have changed s i x e  the b lb le  days, thay b u i l t  a l l  +,'n.sm 
stone p laces  and a l l ,  they wa sn t t  dumb, they was smart people. 
Thoy built big stone temples and a l l  t h a t  there, Tbe~t-5 weren't 
any stona crushers or s s v ~  nil18 i n  them days, If they ~anl ' ,e2 
wood t h a y  uscd an axe. Whcn railroad t i e s  were made t h e y  usc2- e n broad axe. It had a crcoksd handle on i t ,  Look how far they j 
have come i n  my time, look how they came i n  the years before I. 
was born, \YorIds been standing f o r  thousands of years you h o ~ ,  1 
NOW thay h v o  cranes t o  l i f t  stuff up in the air and you can 1 
lo-d n truck i n  Hagerstown and be dorm i n  south Earolina tonight.; 

F 
50x7 about s t i l l s?  1 
V.;e7.1, back i n  the days when I used .to night  hunt, w e  generally 
h-mtod around stroans, Antietarn Creek vras a great place t o  huxt ,  
C & 0 Canal mas a grea t  place t o  hunt, Viouldn't be nothing f o r  
somabody t o  stop out of t h e  bushes and stop you, l!,~ouldnlt 
bo the r  t h e  dogs, t h e g o d  stop $0~. Dogs wo-ill6 be ahead of you. 

I 
I You had t o  i d e n k i f y  yourss l f ,  Oh& I know who you a r e  now. G o  i 

zhoad no go% a l l t t l c  camp up here. The still would. be made and 
t h e y  had a pot  ol" dough thero  to seal  the  cracks  i n  the s t i l l .  

grab a tin cup, tz40 It r i g M  out  of the s t i l l ,  Sometimes it 

I 
Little d r i n k  - ych$ v ~ e t l f  take a l i t t l e  drfnk,  a d  a crn  there,. 

b 
vas a 150 prool", somn",z@s you hzd t o  put a l i t t l e  water i n  it. 
T?* . ~ e  h i d  a piclco of mou.tain iand vray up on the mountain, $ha saxe i 
mountain I t o l d  you abbut t h e  htfo.l;am bottlaf ' ield.  Soms of then' 
had them in t h e i r  homes, Yoh: and thayfd c a t c h  them. Go xa.s i 
cu2;tlne wood up on t h e  momtain there one t l m o  and it wasntt 
too far from Sharpsburg. Ybio were morkfrrg cuttiag coke f o r  a 

k 
hearth, we knew t h c ~ c  was about 20 barrels of m ~ . s h  up 51, 
PC0 hcsrd all t h i s  rudo l inhand  bangLn', choppiril. KO just ! stoppsb up a ift%lc hig'ncr t ha r e  on tine mountrrin, T n ~ g  were 
over there breaking up tha, ba r re l s .  Areaking It with hatchets. I 
n y  i n o  ravcnue inen, Nsvcr bothorsd us ,  we w e r e  about ready to corns 
down out  of the  m o u x ~ ~ a h .  y J ~  v1ere working on ny duddy s mom- 
ta5n,iand and we hagrd about a s t i l l  being up t h e r e  and tho 
fo1Pot.a used the same road we used t o  c a r r y  t h e i r  nash anti watsr  
up. After it was mado you drew it ~il t  ol" the bottom and book 
a little n-tp, Iflan, I l r n  t e l l l ng  you y o ~ z f d  ho l l e r  l i k e  a hoot owl 
somat:';mos when t h a t  hft you, T?s cane, down out of tho mountai.n 
one evening and saw a man :rith a t s n  g a l l o n  keg on 'ds back, 
hc w a s  ~ ~ ~ l k i n g ,  132ddy would take t h ~  toam over there and log.& -- J- 
I+, up, IThon me go'c road? t o  q u i t  f o r  the evening wo td ho3k - 
G,h3 horse up. V!oTd run acroas these stills coming down t h o  

- I 
town 

i 
mourrtnin and side step and be half drunk by the time we got t o  i 

I 
i 

t 
Vial$: w b s t  was %he school building you want t o  like? 1 - . \  



Pcts: Khcn I ~Ztchndod the  schools therg,v~a had 2 schoolhouses. 
Yhoy both had 4 rooms i n  them. Go didn ' t  go  t o  gradss  l i k e  

1 .  
they do now. Vie Fad an A grade and a B gracle. You went 2 
gears i n  one room. \:hen you h2d gone through a11 4 rooms 
you waro  in tho elghth grade, Ar,d then  you'd go t o  tho 
l a rger  schoolhouses and they had up t o  12 gradss and then  
whon you came out of that school you wc:re ~ b l e  to teach 
school. find later years on  yo...^ had t o  hzvo a brush-up in 
t h c  summer montiis, And you hnd no washrooms and bat'moocs. 
You kzd an outhouss, ono f o r  t h e  girls and one f o r  t h e  boys. 
Vh hsd. r igh t  s t r i c t  tsachors, 

i wzs a u.2ili ty m n  f o r  the  Stbndard Lime ar,d Stor!e Company 
so vhon yau put  it all together  I have had o u t s i d e  work 
p r a c t i c a l l y  all my lifo and upon my r a t i r o m a n t  4 years &go 
t h i s  corning Fcb'rnary, I've been sltting back taking it s&sy 
and har d , 


