Henry Louis Gates Jr. lectures at Shepherd University in Shepherdstown,
W.Va., last month. This photograph was taken by Ron Lytle, a Cumberland
area natlve and former city resident who now owns and operates a photo
gallery/school for the arts in Hagerstown.

(Gates writer-in-residence
at Shepherd University

Piedmont native also receives
Appalachlan Heritage Writers Award

FOR THE CUMBERLAND TIMES-NEWS

SHEPHERDSTOWN, W.Va.
— Henry Louis “Skip” Gates
Jr, author, educator, scholar,
editor, literary critic and intel-
lectual was on the Shepherd
Umver51ty campus recently as
its ~ Appalachian  Heritage
Writer-in-Residence.

On Oct. 3, Gates spoke

before a standlng-room -only
audience in the university’s
Frank Theater on “Speaking of
Race and Appalachia” and was
presented with the Appalachi-
an Heritage Writers Award.
Gates, a native of Piedmont,
earned his undergraduate
degree at Yale University and

B SEE GATES - 3C

: Shlp Since 1991,

Was the first African-Ameri-
‘can to be awarded an Andrew
‘W. Mellon Foundation Fellow-
he has
served on the faculty of Har-
vard University and is direc-
tor of the WE.B. DuBois Insti-
«tute for African and African-
Amemcan Research. He is
“also a member of the Council

rof Foreign Relations.

His books inclulde “Figures

:m Black: Words, Signs, and

‘the Racial Self” “Loose
iCanons: Notes on the Culture

iWars,” “Colored People: A
fMem01r” “Thirteen Ways of

“Looking at a Black Man,”
““The African American Cen—
‘tury” and “Finding Oprah’s
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‘Writer’s

Gates: Author/educator receives
.award for his contributions

ECONTINUED FROM 1C

Roots: Finding Your Own.” A
reception and book signing
followed his lecture.

The Appalachian Heritage
Award . and Ap-
palachian Heritage Writer-in-
Residence  Project were
developed by the Department
of English at Shepherd Uni-
versity in 1998 to celebrate
and honor the work of a distin-
guished contemporary Ap-
palachian writer.

The literary residency was
designed to function in con-
cert with the Appalachian
Heritage Festival, an annual
celebration of Appalachlan
artistic and cultural tradi-
tions, sponsored by the Per-
formmg Arts Series at Shep-
herd.



