The _intietam Cemnetery.

We earnestly call the attention of the press |
of Novthern cities and the Governors of those
States which had troops engaged in the battlos
of Auntictan and Soath Monutain, to the ne-
glected condition of the yraves of cight thousand
of the gallant dewd, scattered over a distance
of thirty miles, in the vicinity of this san-
guinary tiékd, . The State of Marvland has but
few of hier sons thus neglected —those that fell
in these batiles having been mostly removed

L by the i friends —but our Legislature has taken | |

+the ‘initiatory steps toward the establishmeut
; ofa Cemetery at Sharpsburg, having appointed
Cowmissioners aud appropriated seven thous-
andd dollars tor thi securing and enclosing a
proper site for its location. The Commissioners
consist ot General B. Shriver, of Irederick
city; Dr. Augusting A, Biggs, of Sharpsbuig;
Thomas A, Boult, Exq., of Hagerstown, and
Charles (.7 Falton, of Baltimora. .

The lirst meeting of the commissioners was
held at ,‘llagm'sh)\\'n,'nn the 25th ult., when,
after ealling. Mv. ¢. €. Fulton to the chair,
they permanently organized under the law by
the cleetion of Dr. Augustine A. Biggs as
President aud ‘Thomas A. Boullt, Esq., as
IPreasurer, :

The meetirg then adjourned to the next day
on the .ten acre lot adjoining the town of
Sharpsburg, selecied for the cemetery. The
site is a most appropriate one, in close prox-
imity " to the battle-field of Autietam, and but
a few hundred yards from what is now known
as the Burnside Bridge. It is also within
sight of the brick farm-house in which Gener-
al McClellan established his headquarters. In-
deed, a portion of the battle was fought in the
streets of Sharpsburg, where General Lee had
hig headqguarters, and most of the houses bear
marks of the shot and shell which rained on
them from the contending armies. The women
and children werp compelled to take up their
quarters in the cellers for twenty-four houra
and recount many narrow escapes from the
shells that exploded in their parlorsand cham-
bers. A short distance to the north of Sharps-
burg is the famous corn ficld in which the
heaviest portion of the battle was fought. and
the old Dunkard Church, which was riddled
by Bbullets. The Commissioners visited the
tield and surrounding woods, discovercd hun-
dreds of graves, and viewed the woods to
which the Rebels retreated, each tree bearing
the marks of the leaden and iron messengers
of death.

The object of this visit of the Commissioners
| was to consmmmate the purehase of the site se-
tleeted, to make arrangements for the grading
and walling the Cemetery, and to ageertain the
"number of groves that gre marked and those
that are auknown. In pursuing this branch
of their inquiries they were gratified to meot

with Mr. Aaron Goode, a patriotic citizen of
- Sharpshurg, who preaented the Commissioners
with a list of the nanmes and rogiments, and
locations of the graves of over fifteen hundred
of the gallant dead.  He also stated that mest
of the farmers on whose lands graves were lo-
cated had preserved the names of the dead,

and that the hospital recordscould be procured
which would give the names of the occupants
of many of the graves which where only num-
bered at the time of burial. The Commissioners
finding Mr. Goode could thas locate from three
to four thousand graves, with the names and
regimeuts of the occupants, promptly employed

cord avd the grave marks until the work of re-
moval shonld be commenced. Proposals will
! be immediately issued for the erection of a
' substantial stone wall on the onter lines of the

Cemetery. and the erection of foundation walls

on that portion fronting the turnpike, leaving
i the character. of this part of the enclosure to
rawait the action of other States interested in
. the work, notification having heen received by

. Governor Bradford from a number ot the Govw-

-ernors of other States of their intention to urge
. upon their respective legislatures the appoint-
“ment of co-operating Commissioners and lib-
"eral appropriations for the consummation of the
i object.

In ¢he meantime the Maryland Commission-
ers, under the energetic personal superinten-

[ Boullt, the Treasurer, will proceed with all the
ineipient work. as far as the means at thair

him to pertect his list and to keep up the re-.

dence of their President, Dr. Biggs, and Mr. .

dispesal will warrant, after paying one thous- .

“and dollars for the.grounds selected. Gov-
i ernor Bradford is also heartily co-operating in

“ the patriotic work, and we have no doubt that

there will be a very general interest manifested
on the part of all the States whose sons are in
nmameless graves to carry the project to a sue-
cesstul issue. The Commissioners will also,
for the information of those personally can-
cerned, shortly publish o list of all the recag-
| nized graves now being perfected by Mr.

Goode.—Baltimore American.
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