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To the Editors of the Herald and Torch :

GentLEMEN :—A writer in the Camberland Ci-
vilian complains of the management on the Canal
at the late breach near Williamsport. He com-

lains that loaded boats were caught on the level.

o boat was admitted at the Dam afier it was
' known thére was a -leak. He says there wasa
'leak onthe Friday previous. Certainly there was,
innd almost every day previous to that, and what
lis more there have been three or four as bad ones
{since then, He sliows his ignorance of the Canal
Iby making such a_statement, He aaﬂs no effort
|was made by the Superintendant to-check or re-
ipair the breach until Mpnday-about 10 A, M.—
On Saturday plank were taken to the Stop Lock,
lhnd on Sunday morning they were put in, and the
Houre Boats, Scow with-the tolls, &ec , moved
El’own. The plank could not be put in until the

ater had run from- the level, ' Alse; that I re-
El‘med to employ boatmen who offered to work.—
This is not true ; but one boatman offered to work.
All persons who applied for work were employed.
| Again, thal ‘‘some fa}{a not even ix men were
atwork. Thisis not true, as the following state-
'ment of the force employed will show :
+ On Sunday 3d—11 men worked.
On Monday—41 men.
On Tuoesddy—44 men in the day and 37 until
!'l%u’ciﬂc& at nizht.
H edneaday men in the doay and 32 et night.
Thursday—34 ' . - ¢ and 30 at night,
Friday—35 Lo
Baturday—30 men in the day and 28at night.
Sunday—29, on which evening the empty boats

I ammmed for not!dmwing the water off on
Friday. Why, Messre. Editors, if the watér
were to be drawn off for every such leak, there
would be no navigation at alk Such leaks are of
almost daily occurrence, and are all stopped as the
ome was on Friday st the High Roeks.

Dam No. 5 feeds the Canal for 18 miles, which
i divided into three levela, the one next to the
Dam 7T miles in length; the others 7and-4. ' The
breach occurred on the 7 mile level next to the Dam,
and of céurse no water could pass on theather two
Lelow, yet. I am blamed because the water
would not stay on these lower levels. The week
before the breach it required sik paddles of about
twh feet square to pass water sufficient to keep
these three levels up—then how could I with the |
upperlevel dry keep tﬂg:rater on the lower ones ?

et Editors gravely asgert that * the water was
turned off oﬁéifof miles for the purpose of
repairing. the breach: Doges this Editor know
that th«eﬁnnge’st level on the Canal (from the four
locks to Hancock) is but 14 miles? . Yot he says
he took the pains to enquire of a boatman.
The fact is, eve:hy thing was done that eonld be, |
vepair the breach assoon aspessible.  All'con-
rvomnnt with the Canal know' that ‘that part of

t made through limestone sountry, is the most
ifficult to keep in ery and that heretofore it
found necessary every summer to draw

the water to repair the limestone sinka. This

agon. it not dene, and in addition to which
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water been raiged in all the levels, which
i d .:;5 risk of breaches,
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