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LAY OF YIRGINEA!
N Act to ameuad the 4th Section of Chapter 165 of
LN the (ade o as to inerense the rewards Jur the Arrest
of funaway N'aces, LPaseed Harch 17, 1556,

1. Be it enacted by the Gemeral Assembly, That the

i fourth Section of Chapter one bundred and five of tha |

Code of Virginia be and the same is hereby re-emacted,
g0 a3 to read as-follows :

§ 1. Every person who may arrest a runaway slave,
and deliver such slave to the owner or his agent, or to
sowe jailor at his juil, with the certiticate of a justice in
the manner herein provided, ghall be entitled to dem.ind
of such owner, or of the fiduciary having charge-of the
¢state to which such slave belongs, areward thereof’;
that is to say, if such elave be arrested in this Ntate,
except in the counties hereinafter specially provided for,
and within fiity wiles of his residence, a reward of tive
dollars? or if more than tifty miles, ten dolla.s; and if
any other slaveholding. State, excepting the portion of
Maryland hercinafter excepted, if within fity miles of
kis residence, twenty, and it more than fifty miles,
thirty dollars. And in every case, tite person making
the arrest and delivery shall be allowed mileage, at the
rase of t:n cents a mile, for necessary travel from th:
place of arrest. The hirer of any slave shall pot be
liable for the payment of any reward ailowad by this
ssciion, unless such running away was cauted by th
bad treatwent or the hirer, or vtherwise by his a2t or
procurement; and in that event, the hirer shall pay to
the owner the whole of such reward, and expenses of
apprchending such slaves.

2. And wlLiencever any slave is arrested in the connties
of Allegany, Warhington and Frederick "in the state
of Maryland. as now bounded and established, escaping
to a nonslaveholding state, the person making thearrest
of such slave, apd delivering Lim to the owner or his
agent, or to the jailor of any evunty of this comwmon-
wealth, shall be entitled to demand of the owner of such
slave, or th? fiduciary lLavinr cliarge of the estate to
wlich the slave belougs, a reward of tifteen per centum
on the value of such fugitive slave,

3. And wheneveranyslaveisarrestedinany nonslave-
holdirg stats, the persoa making such arrest, and
dolivering to the owner or azent thereof or to the jailor
of any eounty in this commonwealth, shall be euntitled
to demand of the owner, or the fduciary Laving contral
of ruch slave, a reward of twentr-five per centulugon
the value of surh fugitive slave.

4. And whenuverany runaway slave secking to eseape |

to any nopslaveholding state is arrested iu any of the
coanties of this state, which are boucded by the Uhio
river, or by the division line between Pennsylvania and
Virginia, or brthe Potowmae river, or by the divizion
line betweea Fairfaxand Pripce William, the person
making such arrest shall be entitled to dewand of the
owner of sach runaway slave. or of the fiduciary having
charge of the estate to which such runaway slave be-
longs, a reward of ten per centum on the valueof such
slave, wpon the delivery of such slave to the owner or
his acent, or the jailor of any such coanties, as nerein-
before previded for,

5. Should the parties disagree as to the valu2 of the
slaves arrested ander the provisions of the three preced-

<hall aprly to any justice of the peace uf the county
from which such slave escaped, or of any county in the
jailof whieh sa¥l slave may be depocited, who shall, |
upon sach apolication, appoiat three persons being |
frocholders aad slaveholders, to ascertain the value of |
euch slave, !
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6. Andineascof the arrest of a ranaway slave within
any of the said counties, the person making such arrest,
and the owner or his agent, or the tiduciary having
eontrol of such slave, do not agree as to tha fact of such

slave having been actually escaping to s nonslaveholding ¢

state at the timve of such arrest, or if from any cuause
the own:r o holder of such slave tail and refuse to pay
the reward herein provided for, the Court of the county
in which such arrest is made, sbail at the next term after
the petition of any paitysinterested shall have been
presented to such Court, asking the adjudication of the
right of all parties vnder the P.mvi:rinns* of this section,

procecd to detergine, or if either party require it,

impannal a*jory to determine whether, under the
provisions of this geetion. the person who made such
arrvst is entitled to the said reward ; and all cases arising
under this section shall be heard ard determined without
pieadirgs: Frorided, That for good cause shown, the
same may be eontinued from time to time s Awnd provided
Surther, That all partics interested shall have been daly
apprised for the filing of such petition by service of

notice thereof in the manner now provided for the ser- |

vien of motice in othor cascs, :
7. Upon the arrest of & fuzitive slave in a nenslave-

- holding state, wiien usder the provisions of this section
the person making such arrest is entitled to a reward of

as wach or mere than one huadred dollars from the
owuer of such slave, it shall be the duty of the auditor
of public acconnts to i=sue his warrant on the Treasury
tor the sum oi titty dellars, in favor of such persoas or
his aesigns, Prorided, Thata ecrtificate from the Court
of the county, in which the value of sucb slave has been

 ascertained, tnder the provisions of this scetion, (or
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. hending such slave, and the same ghall not be pai
ratisfied within thirty davs of the date of such certificate. .

when it appears to the said Coart that such value has
been agrecd upon by the parties, stating the fact of such
arrest and amonnt of such reward) shall be presented to
the auditor within three wonths frowm its date, and within
twelve months from the date of such arrest; which, in

- all casex, shall be stated in such cortificate. ' _
8. The amonnt herein providad to be paid by the

agditor of public accounts to the person holding the
certificates of the county Court az aforesaid, shall only
ba pavable vut of any moneys in the Treasury arising
from Bnes, forfoitures and contiscation, impozed and
made under the provisions. of laws now existing and
herealter to be enacted, providing for the punishment
of persons aiding and abotting the escape of slaves, or
interfering with the rights of property in slaves, and
from funds arising from the sale of {ree negro convicts,

fuiling to leave the state after the expiration of their |

termw of imprisonment.
Whenever the said reward, to be paid by the owner

. of thu slave so arrested, shall have bevn cevtitied by the

Court, as Lerein provided to be due the person appre-
op

after demand made thercior, the owner -or holder of
such certificate shall be impowered, and he is hereby
aathorized to recover the same by motion, ‘atter ten
days notice, together with the custs of such motion
before any court of record in the county where the
owner of said slave way reside, orin which the said
slave may be. [Sept. 1v, 1856—3t.
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